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Welcome!

Instructor: C. Davis 

Courses: Honors Biology & Biology

Room number: F207

Phone: 480 484 6500 ext 6661

CHS website: concrete.susd.org/schools/chaparral

Teacher Website: http://sciencedavis.weebly.com

Email: conniedavis@susd.org
ABSENTEES 
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It is the responsibility of the student to acquire all make-up work.  On your own time--before school, after school or lunch (BSASOL), check agendas, get the missing early work question, and pick up necessary worksheets/handouts.  Check with me regarding missing tests/quizzes to schedule a time for make up. You should be ready to make up any test/quiz on the day of your return but if there is a good reason that you cannot, you will have one week from the day of your absence to schedule your make up.  Make-ups will not be made up during class, only BSASOL.  Absent students have as many days as they are absent to make up the work missed. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY vs. ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Students at Chaparral High School are expected to maintain the highest standard of academic and personal integrity. Integrity includes honesty, trustworthiness and reliability. Every student has the right to pursue an education free from the problems caused by any form of intellectual dishonesty.  Any kind of cheating undermines our learning environment and violates trust. Please be honorable.  Grades of zero and referrals-- the consequences-- mean less to me than the untrustworthy behavior.

Cheating/malpractice is defined as behaviors that result in, or may result in, a student gaining an unfair advantage over another student, and includes the following:

· Plagiarism – the representation of the ideas or work of another person as the student’s own.  Students who have questions regarding whether or not something constitutes plagiarism have a responsibility to consult with the teacher prior to submitting the work/assignment.

· Collusion – the supporting of malpractice by another student, as allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for another

· Other – includes taking unauthorized materials into an exam, test, quiz or other assessment situation

· Engaging in misconduct during an exam, test, quiz or any other assignment

· Unauthorized writing on desk/body part/paper et al. prior to or during the test

BOOKS & ONLINE RESOURCES & MATERIALS

Honors Biology:  Holt Biology, Johnson and Raven, Prentice Hall (Polar Bear)
Biology: Textbook:  Biology, Miller and Levine, Prentice Hall (Dragonfly) 

I have a class set for use in class so please keep your issued text at home for reference.  Please make sure the materials you do bring to class include your binder/notebook, paper and writing utensil.
ELECTRONICS-“Phone free for 53”

Personal electronics are not to be used or in view during class activities unless necessary for an approved class activity. It is expected that every student every day will turn their phones to silent and to place their phones in the pocket organizer hanging in the front of the room before the bell rings.  Failure to do so may result in disciplinary action.
FOOD AND DRINKS

No food will be kept or consumed in the classroom unless it is related to academic activities or medically necessary by documentation. Only water in re-sealable plastic/water bottles will be allowed. No open containers such as soda cans or travel cups will be allowed.  If your cup “sweats”, please be kind and wipe up the table before leaving. 
STEPS FOR SUCCESS:
1.  Be Accountable - Come to class on time.

2.  Be Responsible - Come prepared.  Do your OWN work.
3.  Be Confident - Participate. Ask Questions.
4.  Be Dedicated – Work hard. Commit 100% effort.

5.  Be Respectful – Have the courage to do what is right.

GRADES:

The grading scale will be followed:


A 90 – 100 %


B 80 – 89 %


C 70 – 79 %


D 60 – 69 %


F 0 – 59 %
The final exam is worth 15% of the total semester grade.  Of the remaining 85% of the grade, 20% comes from “checks for understanding” and 80% from “assessments.”  Checks for understanding (17% of semester grade) include classwork/homework, labs and some projects.  Assessments (68% of semester grade) include tests, quizzes, and some projects.

BINDERS: INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOKS AND NOTETAKING
Students need a binder to hold notes, assignments, and worksheets.  In order to be big enough to hold necessary work, the binder will need to be large (2 inch).  Everyone needs to take notes on lecture-discussions. These “student notes” will be required for the binder portfolio.  “Skeleton notes” are used and will be given at the beginning of each chapter or unit.  Listen and follow along with the power points in order to fill in necessary information that is missing from your skeleton notes, highlight or underline during the discussion as directed: vocabulary in blue, supporting details in green. Student notes may be written in the margins or on the back of the printed notes.

HOMEWORK AND CLASSWORK

There will be homework assignments pertaining to each chapter or unit, such as bookwork, article research, worksheets, mini-labs, etc. Homework is usually worth 10 or 20 points. All homework/classwork given is due at the beginning of the next class period unless otherwise stated.  Late work will be accepted one day late for 70% credit at most.  For every day after the first day late, an additional 10% will be deducted, therefore, after 8 days late work will NOT be accepted for any points.  
LABORATORY ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS & NOVELS 
Labs and projects enrich the course content. All students are expected to follow laboratory rules and procedures. Failure to do so will result in a referral and a zero for the lab activity grade. Students must have a safety contract on file for reference signed by themselves and the parents/guardians, in order to participate and receive credit for labs.
*Lab Activities: Certain lab activities, if missed, cannot be made up. You may be given data to complete the analysis portion at home or given an alternate assignment to show mastery of the material.  
*Projects: There will be several projects assigned throughout the year. Usually you have from 1 week to 4 weeks to complete. Some class time will be available, but it is the student's responsibility to insure that the project is completed by the due date. Absenteeism on due date does not excuse you from turning in the project that day. Have a parent or friend bring in the project for you, email me documents showing the project is done, etc. Projects will be accepted one day late only and a 30% deduction will be incurred. 

*Novel Readings (HBio only): Novels or chapters from novels will be assigned to supplement and enrich specific biological topics covered during the year. It is your responsibility to attain the novel, read it thoroughly, complete assignment(s), and prepare to be tested over the material in the book.  

	1st Quarter
	2nd Quarter
	3rd Quarter
	4th Quarter

	The Hot Zone, by Richard Preston 

      OR

The Demon In The Freezer, by Richard Preston
	The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot


	Double Helix, by Nancy Werlin

     OR

Next, by Michael Crichton
	Charles and Emma, by Deborah Heiligman

     OR

Your Inner Fish, by Neil Shubin


TESTS/QUIZZES

You will know when the test is so you have time to prepare. Students must finish the test within the class period unless IEP/504 accommodations are mandated.  If you are absent on the day of a test, you must take it upon returning or make arrangements with me to arrange make-up within one week of the original test date.  Because I give plenty of notice about test days, if you are absent the day before the test, you are expected to take the test as scheduled with the rest of the class.  Root word quizzes are worth 10 points each.  EVERY OTHER FRIDAY, students will take a Root word quiz.  These quizzes are over common prefixes, suffixes (and sometimes acronyms) that are used in science vocabulary and will directly relate to what we are currently studying.  Be prepared on “your” Friday to take the quiz.  Words will be on the board all week, therefore, being absent during the week does NOT excuse you from the quiz.  

Tests are worth 50 points.  There is either a test after each chapter or unit. A study guide will be available on the class website (sciencedavis.weebly.com) approximately 4-5 days before the test date. 
Biology:  The format for tests are almost always multiple choice and short answer.  

Honors Biology:  The format for tests are almost always multiple choice, modified true/false, completion and short answer.  

Honors Biology-there will be several root word quizzes in the first week in addition to the every other week root word quizzes.  

TEST RETAKES

Only tests can be retaken—NOT quizzes.  Proof of remediation work is required to be eligible for test retakes.  There will be a study guide packet that will need to be completed, followed by reviewing the test with me.  The test will then be made up at a scheduled time (BSASOL) and must be made up within one week of the original test date.  Retakes can earn a maximum score of 70%. 
TICKET POLICY

Each quarter you will receive "tickets". These raffle tickets earn you second chances. 

Bathroom or locker run during class = 1 ticket

Tardy = 2 tickets (less than 1 minute) 

Extra (ONE) day to complete homework/lab with no penalty = 3 tickets
NOTE:  Tickets for late work will only be accepted one day late and will NOT be accepted on notebook checks or projects/assessments.  Once you are out of tickets you are out of second chances. For example, if you are tardy and you are out of tickets you will be marked tardy. If you forgot to do your homework and you are out of tickets a maximum of 70% can be earned.  However, if you were always prepared and always on time the extra tickets can be used beneficially as determined by the teacher.  Please use these tickets wisely. 
STUDENT DISMISSAL/ROOM UPKEEP

It is everyone’s responsibility to keep the desk and lab areas clean (free of papers, dirt, markings, etc.). Students should make sure their area is clean when they arrive and leave the area clean before leaving.  This means returning all borrowed books and supplies to their proper locations and scanning the area for left items, papers, and trash.  

Remind 101 & WEBSITE

Parents and students are encouraged to register to receive text messages and/or email messages with reminders about assessments, projects or major assignment due dates.  
Biology: To receive messages via text, text @7313db to 81010.  You can opt-out of messages at anytime by replying, ‘unsubscribe @ 7313db’. Or to receive messages via email, send an email to 7313db@mail.remind.com.  To unsubscribe, reply with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.

Honors Biology:  To receive messages via text, text @7313dbe to 81010.  You can opt-out of messages at anytime by replying, ‘unsubscribe @ 7313dbe’.  Or to receive messages via email, send an email to 7313dbe@mail.remind.com.  To unsubscribe, reply with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.
Feel free to email me anytime at conniedavis@susd.org. 
If you visit the website http://sciencedavis.weebly.com  you will find this syllabus and other documents.  You will find power points that covers most notes given in class if you need to review or fill in your skeleton notes due to an absence.  This is also where I will post study guides for each test.  Links to valuable information/videos can also be found on the website.  View these videos for review as needed.  
HELP

It is important to keep up with the material covered in class. Students should review the material often. Students who need help are encouraged to come in before or after school or during their lunch. I am usually available everyday- 7:15–7:45 a.m. and 2:20-3:00 p.m. and I am available during both lunches.  I may be in a meeting or running errands on campus when you arrive unannounced but please feel to try me if needed &/or give me a few minutes to return.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Parents/Guardians and Students,

This entire (4-page) syllabus can be found on my classroom website.  In the interest of saving paper, I have copied only the last page to be signed and kept on file for the year.  Please complete the section below after reading and discussing this document found at http://sciencedavis.weebly.com
STUDENT NAME (print) __________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE ____________________________________________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME (print) _________________________________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE __________________________________________________________________

Miss 10…do it again!





Binders are needed by Friday!





For other needed materials, see separate list (








