Study Guide-The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks – by Rebecca Skloot

Prologue-The Woman in the Photograph

1. What code name is given to the world’s first immortal human cells? 

2. How did Henrietta’s cells experience zero gravity? 

3. What 5 medical advances are H’s cells responsible for? 

4. Who first told the author about HeLa cells? 

5. What year did Henrietta die? 

6. What did Henrietta die from?  

7. What did surgeons take from Henrietta?  

8. What did her cells continue to do every 24 hours?  

9. What magazine photo stood out for the author more than any others from the Lack family? 

10. When did the author decide to tell Henrietta’s story? 

11. What was the religious difference between Deborah Lack and the author? 

12. What made Henrietta Lack’s sister so mad about the doctors using her cells? 

Part 1 – 1951-Chapter 1 The Exam

13. What did Henrietta Lack tell her two cousins, Margaret and Sadie that they never told her husband?

14. What did Henrietta Lack find out about a week later? 

15. What did Henrietta Lack’s doctor think she had after Joe’s birth?  

16. What two reasons did Henrietta Lack’s doctor tell her to go to Johns Hopkins? 

17. What size and color was Henrietta Lack’s tumor?  

Chapter 2 – Clover

18. Why did Henrietta go to live with her grandfather?  

19. Who did Henrietta marry? 

20. What was Henrietta’s birth name?  

21. Where did the Lacks go to sell their tobacco crops?  

22. What did Henrietta and her cousins save ten cents to go see?  

23. Who almost killed himself because he was so in love with Henrietta?  

24. How old was Henrietta when she had her first child?  

25. Who convinced Day to leave Clover to work in the steel mills?  

26. What caused the steel industry to grow fast?  

27. How much money did Day make in the Sparrow Point Steel Mill?  

Chapter 3 –Diagnosis and Treatment

28. Initially, what stage was Henrietta Lack’s cervical cancer?  

29. At this time, who was the top cervical cancer specialist in the U.S?  

30. What were the two types of cervical carcinomas?  

31. What test developed in 1941 had the potential of decreasing cervical cancer death rate by 70%?  

32. What was the justification for using patients from public hospital wards as research subjects without their knowledge? 

33. What doctor and his wife tried to grow human malignant cancer cells outside the body hoping to use them to find a cure for cancer?  

34. What did they use to treat Henrietta’s invasive tumor? 

Chapter 4-The Birth of HeLa

35. Why did George Gey hire Mary Kubicek?  

36. What was Gey’s Frankensteinish mishmash of microscope parts and camera equipment do? 

37. What was Gey’s most important invention?  

38. What happened to the cancer cells from Henrietta?  

Chapter 5-Blackness Be Spreadin All Inside

39. Where was Henrietta when she told her two cousins she had cancer?  

Chapter 6 –Lady’s on the Phone

40. Who did Deborah say the author would have to convince before she could talk to her again?  

Chapter 7 – The Death and Life of Cell Culture

41. What scientist won the Nobel Prize for his blood-vessel suturing technique?  

Chapter 8 -A Miserable Specimen

42. How did everyone find out that Henrietta was so sick?  

43. Where did Henrietta want to stay one week after her 31st birthday?  

Chapter 9-Turner Station

44. What did Courtney Speed let the author look at when she came to Turner Station?  

45. Where did Rebecca decide to go next? 

Chapter 10-The Other Side of the Tracks

46. Who did Rebecca meet in Clover?  

47. Why was he called Cootie?  

Chapter 11-The Devil of Pain Itself

48. Who took Henrietta to see her daughter, Elsie for the last time?  

49. Why did they have Henrietta’s wrists and ankles strapped down?  

50. What did Henrietta tell Gladys before she died Oct. 4, 1951?  

Part Two – Death

Chapter 12 – The Storm

51. What permission did Day have to give doctors after Henrietta’s death?  

52. What made Gay’s assistant, Mary, realize Henrietta was a real person?  

53. Where was Henrietta buried?  

54. What happened at the service?  

Chapter 13-The HeLa Factory

55. What was the HeLa Factory built for?  

56. What did Jonas Salk develop?  

57. What foundation was created by FDR that organized the largest field trial for the polio vaccine?

 58. Where did the cells come from that were so expensive?  

59. What was unique about the way HeLa cells grew?  

60. Where was the HeLa cell distribution center?  

61. What new field did HeLa cells launch?  

62. Why were HeLa cells so valuable to other research scientists?  

63. What advances in medicine resulted from HeLa cell production?  

64. Who began writing about Dr. Gey’s research and submitting it for publication? 

Chapter 14 – Helen Lane

65. What newspaper publicly identified Henrietta Lakes as the HeLa cell donor?  

66. What two patient names were used in Collier’s 1954 published article and in Rolling Stone’s article decades later?  

Chapter 15– Too Young to Remember

67. What disease does Sonny, Deborah, and Joe contract?  

68. Who moves in to help take care of Day’s children?  

69. How do Ethel and Galen treat the children?  

70. Who took the children in and helped them the most? 

Chapter 16 Spending Eternity in the Same Place

71. Who was the other cousin in Clover that the author spoke to in 1999?  

72. Where does Cliff take Rebecca?  

73. What does Rebecca learn about the Lacks heritage?  

74. What relative “converted” to Puerto Rican? 

Chapter 17 - Illegal, Immoral, and Deplorable

75. What Virologist injected many people with HeLa cells without their consent?  

76. What medical ethics code insisted on voluntary consent of patients involved in research studies?

Chapter 18 - Strangest Hybrid

77. What two countries sent HeLa cells into space?  

78. What two strange things happened to HeLa cells growing in culture?  

79. What were Lewis Cariell’s (renowned cell culturist) concerns?  

80. What did 2 British scientists do with fused HeLa cells?  

81. What public relations problems did this cause?  

Chapter 19-The Most Critical Time on This Earth Is Now

82. What happened to Deborah at age 16?  

83. What did Bobbette make Deborah do?  

84. Which two of Deborah’s brothers were successful in life?  

85. What happened to Joe?  

86. What did they call Joe?  

87. What change happened to Joe while he was in jail?  

88. Why did Deborah leave her husband, Cheetah?  

Chapter 20 – The HeLa Bomb

89. What was the HeLa bomb that Dr. Stanley Gartler dropped at a cell tissue conference?  

90. How did the HeLa contamination happen?  

Chapter 21 – Night Doctors

91. Who were “night doctors”?  

92. What 4 Lack family members finally agreed to meet with Rebecca?  

93. What did Johns Hopkins want his donated money to for?  

94. How did the black community feel about Johns Hopkins?  

Chapter 22 –The Fame She So Richly Deserves

95. What kind of cancer did George Gey die from?  

96. What did Gey’s colleagues began to write articles about the history of what?  

97. What did these colleagues realize about the original biopsy taken from Henrietta?  

98. What was unique about this article?  

99. What did Richard Nixon sign into law?  

100. Finally in 1973, what record was set straight?  

Part Three - Immortality

Chapter 23 – It’s Alive

101. How did Bobbette find out that Henrietta’s cells were alive?  

102. A group of Human Gene Mapping researchers wanted to stop the HeLa contamination problem, what did they need to identify her cells?  

103. Who did they need to get blood from?  

104. What U.S. department began to require informed consent for research using human subjects?  

105. What did Day think the tests on the family were actually for?  

106. Why was Deborah so terrified about the blood the researchers took?  

107. What did the principal investigator, Victor McKusick give to Deborah to help her understand the research?  

Chapter 24 – Least They Can Do

108. Who wrote the first article that told the true story of Henrietta Lacks and her family? 

109. What are the two laws created to protect personal medical information from being published? 

Chapter 25 – “Who Told You Could Sell My Spleen?”

110. What was the name of John Moore’s cells that a doctor used to make millions of dollars after his spleen was removed?  

111. What did researcher hope that John Moore’s cells would help cure?  

112. What vaccine was the result of Ted Slavin’s selling his blood and tissue?  

113. What was the California Supreme Court’s decision on John Moore’s lawsuit?  

114. Despite this lawsuit, what did the Lacks continue to give out to as many people as they could?  

Chapter 26 –Breach of Privacy

115. What did Deborah fear would happen on her 30th birthday?  

116. Who did Deborah marry after divorcing Cheetah?  

117. Who blamed his father for Henrietta’s death?  

118. What did Deborah read that made her cry days and nights?  

119. What law exists today concerning patient’s medical records?  

120. What did the dead have NO rights concerning their records?  

Chapter 27 –The Secrecy of Immortality

121. What vaccine was the result of a German virologists research with HeLa cells?  

122. What did Jeremy Rifkin try stop Dr Richard Axel from testing on HeLa cells?  

123. What did Robert Stevenson spent much of his career trying to do?  

124. What did Stevenson say about HeLa cells and Henrietta’s DNA?  

125. What did doctors discover made cells immortal 

126. What did scientist realize about an enzyme called telomerase and its effect on cells?  

Chapter 28 – After London

127. What producing company decided to do a documentary about Henrietta?  

128. What was held in Atlanta where the Lack family was treated like celebrities?  

129. What name was given as a proclamation for October 11, 1996?  

130. What foundation was created in Turner Station?  

131. What did they want Deborah to donate to the museum that she ran home to immediately hide?

132. Who spoke at the New Shiloh Baptist Church in Turner Station?  

133. Who was Cofield and how did he try to trick the Lacks family?  

134. How did Deborah get permanent damage to her spine?  

135. What caused her to check herself into a hospital?  

136. Who did Roland Patillo suggest Deborah should talk to about a book?  

Chapter 29 – A Village of Henriettas

137. Who refused to talk to the author for nearly a year?  

138. How did the author keep Deborah informed about what she was doing?  

140. How did the author describe Deborah when she finally agreed to meet with her?  

141. What did Christoph Lengauer develop from HeLa cells?  

142. What gift did Rebecca give to Deborah from Lengauer?  

143. What did Deborah believe about women in London?  

144. What quirky thing did Deborah do when Rebecca would sneeze?  

145. What did Deborah have in a manila envelope she would not let Rebecca read?  

Chapter 30 – Zakariyya

146. Who did Deborah finally take Rebecca to meet?  

147. Who went with Deborah and Rebecca to visit Zakariyya?  

148. How big was Deborah’s brother?  

149. Who did Zakariyya say he’d kill if he wasn’t already dead?  

150. When did Zakariyya believe he started fighting?  

151. What did Deborah give to her brother after the visit with Rebecca?  

Chapter 31 – HeLa, Goddess of Death

152. Where did Deborah and Rebecca see a 20-foot wall covered floor-to-ceiling with pictures of cells that could have been Henrietta’s?  

153. What did Rebecca tell Deborah she would do with the money after her book was published?  

154. What did Deborah begin to call Rebecca when she realized she was the same age as her daughter?

155. When Rebecca taught Deborah how to use Google on an old computer, what did she find out related to a Marvel Comic?  

156. What did Deborah say she would do when she got frightened?  

157. Rather than sue Johns Hopkins, what did Deborah say she wished she could get instead of money?

158. Where did Franklin Salisbury, Jr. want Deborah to speak on Sept. 13, 2001?  

159. What did Deborah want to see before speaking at this Cancer conference?  

160. Who got arrested for robbing liquor stores? 

Chapter 32 – All That’s My Mother

161. Who was too sick to come see the cells with Deborah and Rebecca?  

162. Where did Rebecca meet Deborah and Zakariyya the day they were going to see the cells?  

163. What did Rebecca do that was the closest she’d ever come to praying?  

164. Who showed Deborah, Zakariyya, and Rebecca, Henrietta’s cells at Hopkins?  

165. What did they see first?  

166. What did Deborah whisper to one of the vials?  

167. What kind of cells were HeLa cells?  

168. What caused Henrietta to get cancer?  

169. What did Deborah mean when she told Rebecca they had just witnessed a miracle?  

Chapter 33 – The Hospital for the Negro Insane

170. What were the two things Rebecca promised Deborah they would do together?  

171. What was the new name of the hospital Deborah and Rebecca visited to find out about Elsie?

172. What was attached to the picture photo of Elsie?  

173. What was odd about the picture of Elsie?  

174. What information did they find out about patients treatment at the hospital?  

175. Where did Deborah and Rebecca go to try and find more records from Crownsville Hospital?  

176. Did they find any other records at the State Archives? 

Chapter 34 – The Medical Records

177. Where were they when Deborah finally decided to show Rebecca her mother’s medical records?  

178. What did Deborah get upset about that night in the hotel room?  

179. What did Deborah do to Rebecca?  

180. What did Deborah say she’d never seen Rebecca do and wondered if she was human? 

Chapter 35 – Soul Cleansing

181. What did Deborah get that she had to take Benadryl for?  

182. Who did Deborah and Rebecca see at Gladys’s house?  

183. What letters were on Deborah’s blue ribbon keychain she kept around her neck?  

184. What did Deborah call Gary because he had a habit of channeling the Lord?  

185. What did Gary do to Deborah that made her relax?  

Chapter 36 – Heavenly Bodies

186. What book did Deborah read aloud from for the first time in her life?  

187. What did Gary and the Lacks family believe from the Bible concerning Henrietta’s cells?  

Chapter 37 - Nothing to Be Scared About

188. Why did Deborah have to stop traveling with Rebecca?  

189. What did Deborah decide she wanted to go so she could understand all the science about her mother?  

190. What event caused the Nat’l Cancer Research Convention to be cancelled in D.C.?  

191. What happened to Deborah in church the Sunday after 9/11?  

192. What voicemail message did Deborah leave for Rebecca?  

193. What idea did Deborah try to get patented?  

194. Who did Rebecca share her story about Henrietta, two months after Deborah’s stroke?

195. Who did Pullum say would benefit from Henrietta’s cells?  

Chapter 38 – The Long Road to Clover

196. What shock did Rebecca find her 2009 visit to Clover?  

197. What messages did Deborah call Rebecca crying about?  

198. Where did Deborah go to live after she divorced Pullum in 2006?  

199. What happened the week after Mother’s Day in 2009?  

200. What did Sonny do when he found Deborah dead?  

201. Who was the first of Henrietta’s descendants to attend graduate school?  

202. What were Deborah’s two favorite movies?  

203. What did Deborah say looked just like Clover, VA?

Where They Are Now

204. Where is Alfred Carter, Jr.?  

205. Where is HeLa?  

206. Where are Zakariyya, Sonny, and Lawrence Lacks?  

207. Where does Devon and Alfred Jr. live with many of Henrietta’s descendants? 

208. Who continues to hold HeLa Conferences in Henrietta’s honor?  

209. Who hopes to open a Henrietta Lack Museum? Courtney  

210. Was it illegal for doctors to take Henrietta’s cells without her knowledge?  

211. What tissues are mandated to be screened for genetic diseases since the late 1960s?  

212. The Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects, or Common Rules, required consent for what?  

213. What are the two reasons tissue researches does not require this Common Rule consent?  

214. When do doctors have to get informed consent for gathering tissue?  

215. Today, tissues are no longer named using donor’s what?  

216. According to estimates, how much money could one human body bring in?  

217. What company holds the most patents on genes responsible for most cases of hereditary breast and ovarian cancer?  

218. What research was Ted Slavin’s antibodies used for?  

219. Researchers have become entrepreneurs, which has put a boom on our economy and created what?

220. The Lacks family cannot sue anyone over the HeLa cells, but what could they possibility do concerning research?  

221. What did Sonny tell Rebecca he hoped Johns Hopkins might do one day? 
