Earth Systems and Resources

Extra Credit Opportunity

This extra credit will be worth 10 points towards the Earth Systems and Resources Test (chapters 8 & 9) and must be done before the test date.  Answers to questions and selfies must be submitted by email (conniedavis@susd.org).

Marcus Landslide 

Description: A gentle 3-mile out-and-back hike with optional .7-mile small loop, this interpretive geology trail starts at the trailhead and ends beside or on top of the 2nd largest landslide in Arizona! This hike takes you through a remote area of the Preserve with many beautiful rock formations and excellent wildflowers in the spring. 

Address:  23015 N 128th Street.  Hours are from sunset to sunrise.  There are bathrooms, but no running water so don’t forget to byob!

Hike Directions: At the south end of the parking area go east on the main trail. Stay straight on the Marcus Landslide trail past various junctions on the right and left. Past the last junction the Marcus Landslide trail will head south to the edge of the landslide near the gated entrance to McDowell Mountain Regional Park. If you stop here, return to the parking area the way you came. You also can continue on the Marcus Landslide trail west toward the mountain and then climb up onto the landslide itself. The trail makes a small loop on top of the landslide. When you have completed the loop, follow the trail down off the landslide and back to the parking area. 

Roundtrip Distance: 3.7 miles 

The assignment:  Hike the trail and take selfies along the way.  Answers to the following questions may be found on the interpretive signs along the trail.  Taking pictures of the signs and answering questions after is probably easiest.

1) 1How does the rock decompose?  Give examples of physical, chemical and biological processes.

2) Take a selfie with the “Fallen Mushroom”.

3) According to geologists, when did Marcus landslide occur?

4) Take a selfie with the landslide.  Hint, there is a sign that reads “Where is the Landslide Hiding?”

5) Describe the slidemass.  

6) How much energy did the landslide generate?

7) Take a selfie with the “submarine rock”.

8) How were the Superstition Mountains formed?

9) What is Weaver’s Needle made of?

10) Last picture…with Four Peaks in the background.

